CTVA 220

Foundations of Media Writing

Fall Semester 2009

Instructor: Jared Rappaport     Office: 303 Manzanita Hall

Office Hours:  Tuesday 2:30-3:30 pm   Wednesday 6-7   Thursday 6-7   Friday 1-2

Phone: 677-6261     E-mail: jared.h.rappaport@csun.edu

OVERVIEW

This is an introductory course in writing for the film and electronic media.  It will serve as a foundation for further work in the CINEMA and TELEVISION ARTS DEPARTMENT.  You will learn the basics of writing for different media and some of the most important script formats.

· All assignments must be typed.

· All assignments must be carefully proofread for spelling, grammar, typos, and errors in script format.

· A cover page is required, and you must number all pages.

· On longer scripts, use three-hole paper and bind with brads.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Upon successful completion of the course, you should:

· demonstrate an understanding of the technical and aesthetic issues related to writing for non-broadcast, television, film and multimedia;

· demonstrate an understanding of the fundamental principles of narrative fiction screenwriting;

· demonstrate proficiency in writing in a variety of script formats, including the episodic television script, two-column video script, film script and sitcom script formats.
TEXTS

Writing the Screenplay, TV and Film, Wadsworth Publishing, Armer. 

Media Writing Handbook, Department of CTVA

Writing for Visual Media, Focal Press, Friedman.

GRADE BREAKDOWN

Punctuality and Participation....................................20 points

Two-column Video Script and Presentation.............20 points

Documentary Treatment and Presentation.…...........20 points
Reality Show Treatment and Presentation..….....….20 points

Film Treatment..........................................................20 points

Film Pitch..................................................................10 points

Character Profiles......................................................10 points

Scene............................................................…..........20 points

Screenplay Reviews...................................................20 points

Final Film Script (25-30 pages).................................40 points

Punctual attendance and class participation are mandatory, and will be factored into your grade.  We will not have a final exam in this class.  The final film script will be due on the last day of class.  Any scripts turned in later than this day will not be accepted.   

Whenever possible, please communicate with me personally during class or office hours.  

E-mail should be used for the following:

· to alert me when you will be absent from class.

· to alert me that you are confused about a concept and would like me to    address it at the next class session.

· to communicate a personal concern.

E-mail should not be used to ask me:

· to write you a summary of a 3-hour class session you missed.

· to re-teach a concept on-line.

· to give you a due date that can be found in your syllabus.

Our class time together is of utmost importance.  The support and constructive criticism you offer your fellow students is the cornerstone of this class.  Consequently, prompt and regular attendance is a major consideration in your grade.  If you do have to miss a class, understand that it is your obligation to get all assignments given in class on that day.  Late assignments will be penalized one full grade for each class period tardy.  

It is well understood that technical problems occur with computers and printers, so you should print out a copy of your work well enough in advance to avoid last-minute problems.  No technical excuses for late or incomplete papers will be considered valid.   

Students with disabilities must register with the Center on Disabilities and complete a services agreement each semester.  Staff within the Center will verify the existence of a disability based on the documentation provided and approve accommodations.  Students who are approved for test taking accommodations must provide a proctor form to their faculty member signed by a counselor in the Center on Disabilities prior to making testing arrangements.  The Center on Disabilities is located in Bayramian Hall, room 110.  Staff can be reached at (818) 677-2684.

All written work turned in is expected to be completely original.  Any material written for this class found not original will be severely dealt with, as dictated by the Department and the University.     

WHAT TO EXPECT

The only way to learn to write is to write, have people critique it, then write some more.

We will also see examples of the things we’re talking about, such as documentaries, industrial videos, and films.  Then we will talk about them and try to grasp what it is that either grabs us or leaves us wanting.

Finally, there is one main component to success in this class--effort.  I understand that there will be all different levels of writing talent, but as long as you give the maximum amount of effort, you will be successful.
WEEKLY SCHEDULE

(subject to revision)

Aug. 27th
Introduction to course, writing in general.  Viewing of short film.  Discussion of theme and structure.

Sept. 3nd
Principles of industrial, commercial scriptwriting.  View and discuss industrial films and commercial spots.  Discuss audience target, selling point, and conceptual design.

Sept. 10th
Continue discussion.  Workshop in small groups.  

Small group preparation of 60 second spots with storyboards and rationale.

Sept. 17th
Defining the Documentary.  View and discuss compelling documentaries.

Assignment: Write treatment and pitch fabulous documentary ideas.

Sept. 24rd
Further viewing and discussion of documentaries. (FURLOUGH DAY)

Oct. 1st
Present Documentary treatments and pitches.

Oct. 8th
Finish Documentary pitches.  

The new TV—unscripted reality shows; what’s the intrigue? 

Assignment: Develop new unscripted reality show.

Present to class. 

Oct. 15th
Discuss writing for TV; episodic one-hour drama, and the half-hour sit-com format.

Oct. 22st
Structure and theme in narrative film.  Finding the idea.  Defining the character.
The screenplay roadmap; executing your ideas.  

Assignment: Write treatment

Oct. 29th


Pitch fabulous treatments. 

Assignment: Write character profile on all major characters

Nov. 5th
Writing the scene.  View and discuss selected motion picture scenes.

Assignment: Write scenes from beginning of first act.

Also, Begin two screenplay reviews of produced screenplays

Nov. 12th
Scene readings.

Nov. 19th
The Second Act; rising tension and complications; view and discuss “Toy Story.” Choose further selected scenes for reading and critiquing.

Nov. 26th
THANKSGIVING

Dec. 2nd
Further scene readings.  Story problems addressed in group setting.

Dec. 9th
Screenplay Reviews Due, last day of class.

Final Script Due, last day of class. 
FINAL WORD

The single most important aspect of writing, in my humble opinion, is understanding who you are, and embracing your unique view of the world.  Find the stories only you can tell.  Tell them as only you can.  If you accomplish that, you will have already succeeded.  

