COURSE SYLLABUS 
CTVA 250--FUNDAMENTALS OF FILM PRODUCTION
 
 Fall 2009
California State University at Northridge

Instructor: Prof. Richard Ollis


E-mail: ollis@csun.edu
Class Meetings: Monday & Wednesday 8:00—10:45 MZ 170 10462  
     Monday & Wednesday 7:00—9:45  MZ 170 10463  
Office Hours:   Mondays 11:00—12:00 & 6:00--7:00pm
                Manzanita 323 x4087
Course Description:

Fundamentals of Film Production is an introductory course in film and video production.  It will focus on the basic elements of cinema: production equipment and techniques, visual idea and vocabulary development, communication using images and sound, esthetics, and criticism.  The course will also educate students in the creative and technical complexities of the film and video media by acquiring a strong working knowledge of camera, lighting, writing, editing, directing, production management, and sound. Students will learn that technology is the primary vehicle by which one’s creative ideas are realized.

By utilizing lectures, screenings, readings, demonstrations, and 16mm film and video “hands-on” experience, CTVA 250 will provide an opportunity for students to directly use the tools of filmmaking in creating both personal and group projects.  Only through these methods can students understand the role of the filmmaker and begin to fully appreciate his or her own creative potential in the art and craft of cinema.

Course Requirements:
In CTVA 250, students in-groups of five, will write, produce, direct, photograph and edit a video Final Project, with one or more tracks of recorded sound (sync and non-sync), of 8 to 10 minutes (maximum) in length, which will clearly tell a linear, non-dialog dramatic story.  For this project, a treatment, shooting script, budget, pre-production plan and Final Project Production Report with DVD copy of the video will be required.

In addition, each student shall write, storyboard, photograph and edit 100 feet of 16mm motion picture film designed to create a multiple ‘cutting-on-motion’ sequence, (sound optional) which will be discussed in class.  
Each student will also give a classroom presentation of selected clips from one or more feature films and provide an analysis of ‘how film form communicates story content’ through those examples.
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At each phase of the filmmaking process, student work and progress will be evaluated by the instructor.  Dailies (rushes), rough and fine cuts will be screened and evaluated in class as part of the individual and group learning experience.

Learning Outcomes for CTVA 250--each successful student will:
--Learn how the form of a film communicates the story content

--Learn production structure from original concept to release

--Learn basics of film and video lighting, camera and editing

--Learn to produce projects individually and collaboratively
$75.00--$150.00 per student should be budgeted for final project expenses, in addition to the required $25.00 lab fee.

Prerequisites:

Successful completion of (or current enrollment in) ART 250. 

Tests and Grading:
There will be a mid-term exam, a comprehensive final exam,  individual clips presentation, a 16mm camera and film editing exercise, and a group video project (see class schedule).  Each will constitute 20% of the final grade (no plus/minus grading).  All assignments are expected to be completed on-time and grades will be lowered substantially for overdue assignments.
Final Projects and reports will not be accepted late and there will be no make-ups of the mid-term or final exam without a written excuse signed by a medical doctor.

ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY FOR SUCCESS IN CVTA 250.  Therefore, written medical excuses are required in case of absences.  In the case of a personal emergency, excusal is at instructor’s discretion only.   Repeated lateness and absences will result in a substantially lowered final grade and may result in a failing grade.  Four unexcused absences will lower course grade one point, six absences will lower course grade two points.  Six late attendances will lower course grade one point.  Since a passing grade (B-) is essential to proceed in this program, you are advised to consider these requirements carefully.

It should be noted that severe penalties, including failure in the course and even expulsion from the university may be applied for any infraction of accepted academic rules of honesty.  A one-page summary of Secti9on 41301, Title 5, of the California Administrative Code is reprinted in the

CTVA Writing Handbook.  It is also understood that there shall be no sharing of information on any examination, no reference to any notes or electronic devices during any test, and all work on each written assignment shall be an individual and original effort except where collaborative team projects are specifically designed.  Use of rollerblades or roller skates is strictly prohibited on the soundstage.
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Required Text:
The Filmmaker’s Handbook, 2008 Edition, by Ascher & Pincus, Plume (Penguin Group), New York, NY, 2007.

Selected readings will be assigned regularly--you are advised to read them carefully as this will significantly enhance your understanding of course material and concepts.  Some exam questions may come from these reading assignments.

After the course lab fees have been paid, you will be given the course film production handbook to supplement your work.

Course Schedule:  (subject to revision)
Aug. 24
Introduction to the course, class and student

Class 1
expectations, Schedule and Assignments overview
Film as the Most Powerful Form of Art
Screening: “Citizen Kane”

Aug. 26
Screening:  “Citizen Kane” cont. 
Class 2
Editing Assignment Cutting-On-Motion PP due: Sep. 14       
Assignment #1:  Film Clips/Report assigned weekly
Assignment: Group Crew Lists due: Sep. 16
Aug. 31 
Meeting unofficially to form groups and discuss
No class   Final Project story ideas is strongly recommended!
Sep. 2 
Selected screenings of Asn. #1.
Class 3
Filmmaking Stages: Script to Screen, Production Roles

Review: Lenses, Focus, F-stops, Depth-of-Field


Dramatic Structure, Conflict, Character Development
Sep. 7  

-- LABOR DAY --
Sep. 9   
Meeting unofficially to complete groups and discuss

No class
Final Project story ideas is strongly recommended!
Sep. 14
Selected screenings of Asn. #1.
Class 4
Lecture: 16mm Cameras, Motors, Support Systems
Exposure Meters, 16mm Stocks for Camera/Editing



DUE: Camera/Editing Concept Paragraph
Sep. 16 
Motion Picture Camera Functions, Bolex Camera Demo

Class 5
Bolex hands-on: loading, operation, tripod
Assignment: Final Project concept due: Sep. 23
DUE: Group Crew Lists
Sep. 21
Selected screenings of Asn. #1.

Class 6
Indiv. Discussions of Camera/Editing Concept PP
Demo: Daylight & Interior Lighting Techniques
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Sep. 23 
Composition, Camera Angles & Shots, Scene Coverage

Class 7
Scene Blocking
and Storyboarding




DUE: Final Project concept paragraph

Sep. 28
Selected screenings of Asn. #1.

No class
Groups meet for discussion, planning & scheduling
Indiv. Discussions of Camera/Editing Concept PP
Sep. 30
Film and Video Editing: Theory & Techniques

Class 8
Screening: “The Cutting Edge” 

Group meetings to discuss Final Project story ideas
Oct. 5  
DUE: Group Final Project Treatments
Class 9
Demo: Splicers, viewer, editing equip/kits; Hands-On
Indiv. Camera/Editing Storyboards discussion

Oct. 7  
Screening: “So You Want To Be A Producer”
Class 10
Group meetings to discuss Final Project story ideas




Indiv. Camera/Editing Storyboards discussion

Oct. 12
Selected screenings of Asn. #1.

Class 11
Group Final Project story idea discussions
Indiv. Camera/Editing Storyboards discussion
Oct. 14
Sound: Ambient, Expressive, Synch, Sources 
Class 12
DUE: Final Project Scripts
Selected screenings of Asn. #1.

Oct. 19
Meeting unofficially to plan Final Projects and
No Class
film 16mm projects is strongly recommended!

Oct. 21  

MID-TERM EXAM

Class 13
Individual/Group Conferences as needed.




DUE: Camera/Editing Raw Footage Screenings (A group)
Oct. 26  
Selected screenings of Asn. #1.

Class 14 
DUE: Camera/Editing Raw Footage Screenings (B group)
Individual/Group Conferences as needed.

Oct. 28 
DUE: Camera/Editing Raw Footage Screenings (C group)
Class 15 
Individual/Group Conferences as needed.




Screening & Discussion: ‘The Role of the Producer’
Nov. 2  
Selected screenings of Asn. #1.

Class 16
DUE: Camera/Editing Rough Cut Screenings (A group)
DUE: Camera/Editing Raw Footage Screenings (D group)
Nov. 4   
DUE: Camera/Editing Rough-Cut screenings (B group)
Class 17
Group scripts, storyboards, production schedules
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Nov. 9  
Selected screenings of Asn. #1.

Class 18
DUE: Camera/Editing Rough-Cut screenings (C group)

Nov. 11 

-- VETERANS DAY –
Nov. 16 
DUE: Final Project Rough Cuts (without sound)
Class 19 
DUE: Camera/Editing Rough-Cut screenings (D group)
Nov. 18 
DUE: Final Project Rough Cuts (without sound)

Class 20 
16mm footage and rough cut screenings



Selected screenings of Asn. #1.

Nov. 23 
DUE: 16MM Rough Cut Screenings & Advisement: group (A) (B)
Class 21
Selected screenings of Asn. #1.
Nov. 25
Workday for 16mm Assignment and Final Projects
No class

Nov. 30 
DUE: 16MM Rough Cut Screenings & Advisement: group (A) (B)
Class 22
Selected screenings of Asn. #1—Last Class
Dec. 2  
DUE: Rough Cut Final Project Screenings with sound
Class 23


Dec. 7 
DUE: 16mm Project Screenings for grade (last day) 
Class 24

Workday for Final Projects (attendance optional)
Dec. 9   
DUE: Final Cut Final Project Screenings 

Class 25
DUE: Production Reports and Final Project DVDs





Final Exam Review
Dec. 14  

8:00 Section  FINAL EXAM  8:00—10:00 am.



Production Reports returned with evaluations/grades
Dec. 14 

7:00 Section  FINAL EXAM  8:00—10:00 pm.



Production Reports returned with evaluations/grades
(cut)

-------------------------------------------------------------

STUDENT AGREEMENT FORM

I have read, and understand, all the course syllabus guidelines,   including assignment requirements, unexcused absences and late attendance's and their possible effect on my course grade.
Name:                    Signed:                    Date:

 (print)

Complete this form and return by the third week of class.

