
CTVA 440 Theory of Directing

Fall, 2009

California State University, Northridge

Howard L. Ritler, DGA

Email: hkritier^sbcglohal.tiel

Office: TBA

Office hours: Wednesdays. 5-7 PM Office hours by appointment only. Please feel

free at any point during our lime together to schedule an appointment

Class Schedule: Wednesday, 7 - 9:45PM

Room: MZ 103

Required Text: Acting For Young Actors

by Mary Lou Belli & Dinah Lenney

Additional Email handouts:

Atonement, The Motion Picture, Directed by Joe Wright

Delbert Mann: Looking Back at Live Television and oilier A falters

by Delberl Mann

The Film Director

by Richard L. Bare D.G.A.

Television Plays

by Paddy Chayefsky

Sense Relaxation

by Bernard Cmullier

Directors Guild ofAmerica Quarterly

Emmy Magazine

Course Mission Statement: Today's Director serves many different functions within live major

groups. Understanding the craft of storytelling and character development is probably the most

important task at hand when mounting a production and properly servicing the script for the writer,

executive producer and studio. Creating a safe haven for the actors to do their best work requires

an intimate understanding of the organic process of acting from table read through shooting.

Determining what works for the story in the ever changing technical arena allows the director to

make wise choices in the areas of camera, lighting and special effects to non-linear post production,

sweetening and Da Vinci enhancement. Conimuiiicntiiig effectively with the production team

strengthens the ability ofthe director to tell the story, allowing each member to contribute fully to

the process. Surviving over time v> ithin the creative workplace, growing artistically, and

networking everyday is essential to insure fulure opportunities in the business of the visual arts.

These five groups will serve as the framework for this class.
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